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NEW MEXICO: EXPLORING GREEN ALTERNATIVES
An Overview of State Energy Code Infrastructure and Amendments
Introduction
In the world of energy codes, a select few locations tend
to get most of the attention and recognition: Seattle,
Portland, California, Massachusetts, and maybe a handful
of others. Not surprisingly, these areas share a reputation
for progressive politics and eco-friendly cultures. This list
of usual suspects, though, might soon have an unlikely
new member: New Mexico.
Yes, that New Mexico. Although this sparsely populated
southwestern state is not yet known for its “green” practices, it has worked hard to improve building energy effi- Courtesy of Flickr Creative Commons, Credit—Dylan M. Austin
ciency, and the energy codes world has begun to take notice. Under leadership from the New Mexico Regulation and Licensing Department’s Construction Industries Division (CID), the governor’s office, and a number of cities, particularly Albuquerque, the state is exploring green
and alternative building methods and materials, and raising the minimum standards for energy and water efficient buildings.

Program Overview
CID oversees all aspects of the New Mexico Energy Conservation Code (the Code). Based on recommendations
from its four trade bureaus (General Building, Electrical, Mechanical, and Liquefied Petroleum Gas), CID adopts
and amends the state codes. As part of the process, the general construction technical advisory council reviews
the new code or code amendments, as does a code change committee. Once approved, the CID solicits comments at public hearings. CID staff prepares the final version and sends it to the Construction Industry Commission (CIC). If approved, the changes become effective after a thirty-day waiting period.
The majority of CID’s work takes place in the field under the auspices of its four trade bureaus. Together, they
are responsible for reviewing residential and commercial building plans, issuing permits, inspecting buildings for
code compliance, overseeing code enforcement in towns and cities, and examining and certifying all local building inspectors. Currently, CID contracts 75 inspectors statewide for approximately 30,000 inspections per year in
areas of the state that lack their own code enforcement infrastructures. The state requires rigorous credentials
for all inspectors.

OCEAN is an online resource of the Building Codes Assistance Project
BCAP 1850 M St. NW Suite 600 | Washington, DC 20036

BCAP

NEW MEXICO: EXPLORING GREEN ALTERNATIVES
Best Practices and Lessons Learned
New Mexico has made building energy efficiency a priority. Executive Order 2006-001 requires CID to update
residential and commercial codes “to promote and encourage consumers to develop state-of-the-art costeffective energy efficient buildings.” Moreover, CID is in charge of all aspects of state building code adoption and
implementation. Having all code processes under one roof helps encourage buy-in and coordination across
codes departments.
Rather than introduce a separate green code, New Mexico has decided to incorporate green building components into the Code. CID Director Lisa Martinez says that it is “one of the first *codes departments+ in the country to lay the groundwork for statewide continuity and conformity relating to important energy and water conservation initiatives.” The state’s strategy has been methodical, yet proactive, with amendments to the base
IECC code in each of the last two code cycles. This gives the building community time to adjust to the more stringent requirements.
One example is the Code’s acceptance of alternative uses of technology and advanced energy efficiency provisions, which is helping to reshape construction practices in the state. The Code grants code officials the authority to approve recycled and alternative materials such as straw and
clay, provided that they are as effective as those specified in the
Code. Sandia National Laboratories, located in Albuquerque, is constructing prototype buildings to test new methods of construction and
building materials, such as P2000 insulation. Other strengthening
amendments include restrictions in prescriptive compliance paths
based on window to wall ratio and advanced insulation and air sealing
details.

Conclusion
New Mexico’s forward-thinking CID staff is very enthusiastic about the
work they are doing to improve the Code and bring green building
techniques into the mainstream. NM is inclusive of green construction
practices, alternative methods and materials and advancements in
energy efficiency, and this makes them innovators and leaders in sustainability.
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All information for this resource was collected by Cosimina Panetti and Kym Carey during interviews with state and city representatives in July,
2009 and using city, state, and national online resources.
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